SOME PROBLEMS OF THE PEOPLE       in

when his work is done, and makes his mind turn
to delightful thoughts, is fairly exploded, unless a man's
standard of living can be raised too. If it were possible to
get more from the Indian soil, then folk might live better.
And it is to this end that the British Government have
laboured only to have their results thrown on their hands
by depression. Where millions are small-holders the small-
holding troubles can readily be seen. The want of any
capital has put the whole population of rural India into the
hands of the moneylender. In every village the bunniah> the
man of the trading class, is a moneylender. Because the land,
unless matured and irrigated, gives a poor and uncertain
crop, the small-holder must always borrow, even if his harvest
will eventually pay, of necessity in arrears, the cost of its
production and of its farmer's keep. The moneylender, for
a handsome consideration, will finance him, and the culti-
vator is always in debt. Most moneylenders are rapacious,
but undue rapacity will often end in the moneylender being
murdered with boiling oil. Between that and the benefits
of co-operative land banks, at which Government have been
working for years, there are various possible stages. It may
be said that the moneylender has been, and indeed is, until
land banks can be made universal, a necessity for the whole
small-holder system, unless that small-holder can make each
year more than 'wash and wear5. But even the good money-
lender expects rates of interest which in ordinary life are
exorbitant. On the other hand the moneylender cannot now
by law foreclose on the land except under special specified
circumstances. We are therefore to some extent up against,
in justification of high interest, the old moneylender's query,
'At what rate of interest would you lend a mutton chop to a
starving dog?3

INDEBTEDNESS AND CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETIES

But far away above all other causes of the indebtedness
of the people, that is to say, of the poor, is the money spent at
family feasts, especially marriage feasts. Marriage as it should